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Hillcrest Academy North 
From the beginning of her career as a math 

teacher at Hillcrest Academy, Ms. Machado has 

understood the importance of incorporating 

Social Emotional Learning skills into her math 

classes. This year, with the launch of a formal 

SEL program at the Hillcrest Academies, Ms. 

Machado is able to spend even more time 

working with students in these very important 

areas. .Through class discussions and activities 

dedicated to increasing students’ emotional 

competencies, Ms. Machado is able to strengthen her relationships with students and assist 

them in growing as mathematicians and young adults. 
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Crossroads School 
Allison Gebler understands the importance of promoting 

independence in her students. Using hand over hand guidance, she 

encourages the student to feed himself. Through appropriate 

prompting techniques, Ms. Gebler always puts the development of 

each student at the forefront of her practice and planning. Since 

starting as a paraprofessional at Crossroads School, Ms. Gebler 

has utilized her creativity and understanding of the needs of her 

students to plan learning opportunities that engage students and 

move them toward meeting their individual learning needs. 

Social Emotional Learning Tip of the Month 
Catch Them Being Good 

As educators, we tend to focus on the areas where a student needs to improve, both 

academically and behaviorally. However, when students receive specific feedback on positive 

actions they are more likely to repeat them. For example, when a student follows an established 

routine in the classroom, complementing the student and telling them specifically what they did 

right tends to lead to repeated behavior.  Try pointing out students using SEL skills like 

perseverance, kindness, and reflection along with a specific example of how they are using that 

skill. See how much they love the positive attention and repeat the actions and behaviors! 



Lamberts Mill Academy 
Every year Lamberts Mill Academy, led by Physical Education 

and Health teacher Mr. Peters, participates in a Turkey Trot on 

the Wednesday before Thanksgiving. During this special 

event, you can see students and staff in the 1571 Complex 

parking lot walking or jogging while socializing and listening to 

music. Students are not only developing life long habits of 

healthy living, but they are getting practice using appropriate 

socialization skills in a less structured environment. Mr. Peter’s 

positive attitude and ability to encourage even the most 

reluctant student ensured that all students left for Thanksgiving break with a few more things to 

be thankful for: their health and their friends! 
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Hillcrest Academy South 
When you enter social studies teacher Ms. Wrzesinski’s 

classroom, you are sure to see students working hard and 

thinking critically about the material. This doesn’t happen by 

chance. Students need to be comfortable in order to take 

intellectual risks. Starting each class with a clear learning 

objective and a Do Now that hooks students into that 

objective is part of Ms. Wrzesinki’s recipe for success. She 

understands that in order for students to be comfortable in the learning environment, they need 

routines and rituals, but also need to be engaged in the learning. Her daily Aim and Do Now 

ensure students are ready and willing to take on challenging material. 

Non-Public Services 
Katie Boff and Nachama Loeshelle, Non 

Public teachers at Roselle Catholic, 

have worked together this year to create 

a Special Services Program consisting 

of four different types of classes. They 

include Compensatory English and Math 

services, as well as a Supplemental Instruction and an IDEA class. The Compensatory classes 

are offered to all students in the building who qualify for that service. The IDEA and Supplemental 

Services are offered to students who qualify for Special Education Services. In these classes, the 

students work on various homework assignments, long term projects, and study for tests. Those 

who are classified will also be able to receive their modifications and accommodations. The 

teachers also assist in organization and study skills. By having these classes and resources in the 

building, it offers an academic support system that benefits the students throughout their high 

school career.  

  



Work Readiness Academy 
Paraprofessional Tracie Wiebush works to support skill 

development in the community with students from 

Summit Public Schools thanks to a partnership with 

UCESC’s Work Readiness Academy. Ms. Wiebush’s 

rapport with this student is evident based on the smiles 

on both of their faces. During his internship at 

Boxwood Coffee, the student receives both moral 

support and tips on utilizing career readiness skills 

while on the job.  Without the support and guidance 

from paraprofessionals like Ms. Wiebush, our students would not have the success they do. 
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Westlake School 
Teamwork is standard in Mrs. Fernandez’s class. 

Not only does she team up with paraprofessionals 

to ensure every student receives the education 

they deserve; but, she also works hand in hand 

with the therapy team. On this day, Speech 

Therapist, Mrs. Barone, is providing                                                               

speech services to a student while he is working 

on a project with his class. During this project, 

paraprofessionals, the classroom teacher and the 

therapist worked collaboratively to ensure each student was able to participate fully in the activity 

based on their own learning style and needs. This is only accomplished when a team of adults 

work together to ensure success for all students. Mrs. Fernandez’s structured yet creative 

environment paired with her team work philosophy guarantees success for all students. 

I Come to School Because 
I like coming to school because of recess and I love speech with Mrs. Hope. –Devon, 

Crossroads 

Miss Denise is so ‘talkable’; it is a no judgement zone. And, Mrs. Wrzesinski is amazing. She 

really understands us..—Tatiana, Hillcrest Academy South 

I come to school because I like Mrs. Fernandez! – Alens, Westlake School 

If you see something that  you feel should be featured in future editions of the newsletter, send an email 

to Carrie Dattilo at cdattilo@ucesc.org. We look forward to bringing you more stories of what is happen-

ing in our classrooms next month! 


